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PACIFIC  COAST  ASSOCIATION  OF  FRIENDS 

No.  4 FIFTH  MONTH,  1937 


EPISTLE 


From  the  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends 

To  Friends  everywhere: 

Dear  Friends: 

With  the  conclusion  of  our  fifth  annual 
conference,  Friends  in  attendance  have  grown 
into  a closer  understanding  of  the  ever  in- 
creasing number  and  seriousness  of  the  prob- 
lems of  our  day.  We  have  recognized  the  tre- 
mendous power  of  the  unity  of  the  spirit  and 
the  oneness  of  truth  in  all  its  aspects.  We 
are  humbled  at  our  inability  to  comprehend 
the 'complexities  of  human  relationships,  but 
we  are  more  than  ever  convinced  that  there  is 
a part  for  us  to  play. 

In  this  day  when  the  peace  of  the  world 
rests  upon  so  many  uncertain  eventualities 
and  divergent  influences,  it  is  encouraging 
to  recognize  that  there  is  no  division  in 
truth.  It  is  only  our  feeble  ability  to  per- 
ceive that  creates  differences.  Through  it 
all  we  must  seek  mutually  to  live  a life  of 
the  unity  of  spirit  within  a diversity  of 
ideas  and  efforts.  In  the  quaint  words  of 
George  Fox,  "Friends,  Stand  fast  to  your  Meas- 
ures of  the  Gift  of  God,  which  cometh  from 
him....;  that  we  may  stand  over  the  World, 
and  all  betraying  Spirits  in  it."  (Epistles 
1655)  . 

We  as  Friends  feel  ourselves  facing  the  ne- 
cessity of  entering  upon  a new  phase  of  our 
testimony.  We  desire  that  this  generation 
may  leave  a heritage  as  great  as  that  which 
it  received.  Friends  have  given  to  the  world 
a method  of  setting  themselves  in  order  which 
will  contribute  toward  setting  the  world  in 
order.  We  cannot  wait  for  the  full  revela- 
tion of  truth,  but  must  attempt  the  solution 
of  our  present  problems  with  whatever  of 
truth  and  understanding  we  possess,  trusting 
in  divine  guidance.  The  causes  of  war  lie  in 
the  fact  that  behind  governments  is  an  invis- 
ible government,  an  economic  and  social  sys- 
tem in  which  are  the  seeds  of  war  and  social 
conflict.  The  new  phase  of  our  testimony  is 
therefore  the  task  of  helping  to  rethink  and 
reappraise  the  whole  of  our  social  system, 
and  boldly  face  the  necessity  of  change  and 
adjustment  to  avoid  war.  The  voluntary  lim- 
itation of  our  economic  activity  in  order  to 
liberate  ourselves  for  larger  spiritual  con- 
tributions to  life  is  in  harmony  with  Friend- 
ly ideals.  Progress  comes  primarily  through 
individual  revelation,  and  while  it  is  well 


that  such  wisdom  should  be  tested  by  the  col- 
lective wisdom  of  the  group  and  by  reference 
to  the  experience  of  the  past,  the  group  may 
in  turn  be  enabled  to  share  in  the  enlight- 
ened insight  of  the  individual.  It  is  thus 
that  gifted  souls  lift  humanity  to  higher 
levels . 

We  unite  with  other  bodies  of  Friends,  who 
through  their  epistles  have  contributed  to- 
ward that  ever  widening  spirit  of  good-will 
and  understanding.  The  Pacific  Coast  Asso- 
ciation of  Friends  seeks  to  develop  a larger 
fellowship  among  Friends  within  its  geograph- 
ic area,  and  everywhere  to  encourage  the  spir- 
it of  friendliness  with  the  exchange  of 
ideas.  The  Friends'  Bulletin  brings  our  mes- 
sage to  you.  Your  epistles  have  helped  us  to 
reach  a larger  circle  of  Friends. 

The  Institutes  of  International  Relations 
held  at  Whittier,  Mills,  and  Reed  Colleges 
report  a gain  in  confidence  that  peace  among 
nations  can  be  made  stronger  through  con- 
structive building  of  the  foundations  of 
peace.  The  coming  World  Conference  of  Friends 
and  the  Emergency  Peace  Campaign  have  been 
upon  our  minds . 

We  wish  to  encourage  young  people  to  con- 
tinue their  search  for  new  and  better  ways  of 
developing  and  maintaining  the  peace  of  the 
world.  We  invite  young  Friends  into  larger 
friendly  contacts. 

We  have  received  new  insight  into  the  mean- 
ing of  worship,  recognizing  that  true  wor- 
ship is  based  upon  direct  communion  of  the 
spirit  of  man  with  the  spirit  of  God  without 
the  need  of  ritual  or  of  institutional  inter- 
mediary. Prayer  entered  into  with  the  whole 
heart  is  the  foundation  of  worship. 

True  worship  may  be  individual,  but  it 
comes  upon  us  with  peculiar  power  when  we  are 
gathered  together  in  unity  of  spirit.  Drawing 
near  to  the  common  center  of  spiritual  life, 
we  draw  near  to  one  another.  Debate  and  dis- 
cussion find  no  helpful  place  in  a meeting 
for  worship.  They  always  tend  to  separate, 
but  true  worship  unites.  Through  silent 
waiting  under  the  leading  of  the  Spirit  we 
may  participate  in  eternal  life.  Such  wor- 
ship lays  a responsibility  upon  every  member 
of  the  group.  Anyone  may  be  a channel  through 
whom  a vitalizing  message  may  come. 

As  we  contemplate  the  divine  love,  we  are 
overcome  with  the  sense  of  unworthiness  and 
then  lifted  up  with  the  sense  of  the  possi- 
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bility  of  growth  in  contact  with  the  divine 
and  with  the  divinity  that  is  in  every  man. 
The  power  of  the  spirit  comes  only  to  those 
who  truly  seek  it. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  meeting, 
The  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends, 
August  14,  15,  and  16,  1936. 

Howard  Brinton,  Clerk. 

Mary  Wildman,  Recording  Clerk. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends 
was  organized  in  1930  by  a group  of  about  30 
persons  from  all  parts  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
meeting  at  Mills  College.  Their  concern  was 
that  certain  like-minded  persons  scattered  up 
and  down  the  Coast  should  become  acquainted 
with  each  other  and  strengthen  each  other  in 
those  things  which  they  held  in  common.  These 
things  in  common  did  not  include  membership 
in  the  Society  of  Friends  nor  any  particular 
theological,  political  or  economic  beliefs. 
They  did  include  two  things:  --  first,  a de- 
sire to  encourage  the  Quaker  way  of  worship 
as  practiced  by  primitive  Friends,  and  second 
the  type  of  conduct  which  arises  out  of  it, 
negatively  called  pacifism  and  positively 
called  brotherly  love.  The  means  of  promot- 
ing their  acquaintance  with  each  other  was 
to  include  the  holding  of  an  annual  confer- 
ence with  no  legislative  powers,  and  the  is- 
suing of  letters,  resolutions  and  such  mate- 
rial as  the  Friends'  Bulletin.  The  only  seri- 
ous difficulty  that  appeared  in  the  way  of 
carrying  out  this  concern  was  the  great  dis- 
tance which  many  would  have  to  traverse  in 
order  to  come  to  the  conference. 

Five  of  these  conferences  have  been  suc- 
cessfully held.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
there  has  been  an  increasing  interest,  an  in- 
creasing mutual  love  and  understanding,  an  in- 
creasing knowledge  of  the  things  of  the  spir- 
it. Friends  who  have  had  more  than  their 
share  of  the  blessings  of  religious  fellow- 
ship have  been  willing  to  travel  a long  way 
to  bring  that  fellowship  to  -those  Who  may  be 
starving  for  it.  The  success  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  Association  of  Friends  has  inspired  the 
formation  of  similar  associations  such  as  the 
Connecticut  Valley  Friends'  Association  and 
the  Florida  Association.  Many  eyes  are  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends  and  many 
are  wondering  what  may  come  of  it . 

Every  year  that  passes  by  demonstrates  more 
clearly,  more  forcibly,  the  growing  need  for 
the  Quaker  message,  not  as  interpreted  in  any 
narrow  sectarian  way,  but  rather  as  embodied 
in  groups  of  persons  dedicated  to  a particular 
way  of  life.  Never  for  centuries  has  there 
been  so  much  unashamed  trust  in  the  power  of 
violence  as  at  present.  The  area  of  human 
freedom  is  constantly  becoming  smaller.  The 
search  for  peace  and  strength  in  the  inner 
life  has  been  abandoned  and  almost  forgotten. 
Life  as  a whole  has  accordingly  lost  its  mean- 
ing and  a vain  effort  is  made  to  seek  satis- 


faction in  the  outward  alone.  The  result  is 
perpetual  motion  without  any  sense  of  direc- 
tion or  goal.  The  Protestant  Church  is  bewil- 
dered and  speaks  in  a faltering  and  uncertain 
voice.  The  economists  and  politicians  come 
forward  with  a multitude  of  different  remedies 
to  heal  outward  ills,  but  ignore  the  inward 
life  out  of  which  alone  the  power  of  healing 
can-  come . 

Yet  a reaction  against  this  has  already  set 
in.  There  are  many  seekers  about  as  there 
were  in  the  17th  century  who  are  hungry  for  a 
different  way  of  life.  The  opportunity  of 
Friends  and  friends  of  the  Friends  was  never 
greater  than  it  is  today.  The  germ  cells  of 
the  new  order  are  little  groups  of  persons  re- 
solved to  live  a new  way  of  life.  Such  groups 
may  be  called  by  different  names  but  they  can 
recognize  each  other  through  the  eyes  of  the 
spirit.  To  the  formation  and  strengthening  of 
such  groups  let  us  dedicate  some  portion  of 
those  resources  of  time  and  energy  which  have 
been  entrusted  to  our  care. 

Howard  H.  Brinton. 
THE  CONFERENCE. 

The  fifth  annual  conference  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  Asso,ciation  of  Friends  was  held  August 
14-16,  1936,  at  Mills  College.  The  sessions 
opened  with  a meeting  for  worship.  This  was 
followed  by  a business  meeting,  with  reports 
from  various  meetings  represented:  from  Wil-“ 
lamette  Valley  Quarterly  Meeting,  which  had 
largely  supported  the  Institute  of  Interna- 
tional Relations  held  at  Reed  College,  and 
had  aided  young  Friends  to  go  into  Friends' 
Service  work;  from  Berkeley,  where  in  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  meetings  for  worship  and 
monthly  meetings,  a study  group  led  by  Joseph 
Conard  had  studied  Elton  Trueblood's  Outline 
for  the  World  Conference,  cooperating  with  a 
similar  group  from  the  Friends'  Church;  from 
College  Park  Semi-Annual  and  Monthly  Meet- 
ings, a center  of  Friendly  influence  for  al- 
most fifty  years;  from  Honolulu;  from  Palo 
Alto;  from  Orange  Grove  and  Villa  Street  in 
Pasadena;  from  Whittier  Friends'  Church;  and 
from  Japan  Yearly  Meeting.  A letter  of  greet- 
ing was  sent  to  the  Friends'  Conference  at 
Quaker  Cove,  comprising  two  Canadian  and  two 
Washington  meetings  on  Puget  Sound. 

The  Friday  evening  session  was  devoted  to  a 
consideration  of  the  Quaker  theory  of  wor- 
ship. This  is  based,  as  Augustus  Murray  told 
us,  on  the  experience  of  immediate  contact 
between  the  human  soul  and  the  divine  spirit; 
our  peculiar  message  is  the  immediacy  of  ap- 
proach of  the  soul  to  God.  Yet  such  worship 
comes  with  more  sureness  and  more  power  in  a 
group,  wherein  each  worshipper  helps  the 
others  in  the  common  quest. 

James  Street  told  us  that  true  worship  is 
founded  on  prayer,  and  on  the  communion  of 
worshipful  people;  true  worship  must  know  the 
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power  of  the  spirit,  and  that  can  come  only 
to  those  who  sincerely  seek  it. 

Howard  Fawcett  reminded  us  that  Quaker 
theory  at  its  best  considers  worship  not  as 
an  end  hut  as  a means,  to  lead  us  to  find  the 
part  that  we  must  play,  and  to  make  us  worthy 
to  play  it . 

The  Saturday  morning  session  was  devoted 
to  the  problems  of  present-day  Quakerism. 
Many  Friends  spoke  of  the  need  of  bringing 
our  message  to  those  who  may  he  needing,  per- 
haps seeking,  what  we  have  found.  Many  means 
were  suggested:  a special  number  of  the  Bul- 
letin, leaflets,  both  old  and  new,  fireside 
meetings,  and  especially  bringing  young  people 
to  meeting  and  to  the  conferences.  A min- 
ute was  read  from  the  Fellowship  Council  of 
the  American  Friends'  Service  Committee. 
Howard  Brinton  reported  on  the  Wider  Quaker 
Fellowship,  composed  of  persons  with  Friendly 
ideals,  whether  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  or  of  existing  churches.  Frederick 
Anderson  reminded  us  that  the  Society  of 
Friends  was  not  and  never  had  been  a sect, 
and  that  our  especial  message  was  freedom. 

Reports  were  given  on  the  Institutes  of 
International  Relations  sponsored  by  the 
American  Friends'  Service  Committee.  Herschel 
Coffin  reported  on  the  Institute  at  Whittier, 
which  had  had  an  enrollment  of  about  175,  in- 
cluding 33  Volunteers  of  the  Emergency  Peace 
Campaign,  and  also  a large  attendance  at  the 
public  meetings. 

Anna  Brinton  reported  on  the  Institute  at 
Mills  College.  She  expressed  deep  apprecia- 
tion of  the  work  of  Joseph  and  Alice  Conard 
for  the  Institute  and  for  the  study  groups  at 
the  Berkeley  Meeting  and  Church.  A feature 
of  the  Mills  College  Institute  was  the  meet- 
ing for  worship  each  morning. 

Paul  Elliott  reported  on  the  Institute  at 
Reed  College;  it  had  had  an  attendance  of 
about  150,  with  many  more  at  the  public  lec- 
tures. It  was  supported  by  the  Willamette 
Valley  Friends  and  by  other  religious  groups, 
notably  the  Jews;  the  University  of  Oregon 
also  contributed,  and  Reed  College  cooperated 
by  giving  credit  to  its  students  who  partici- 
pated. Meeting  for  worship  after  the  manner 
of  Friends  was  held,  and  an  Inter-Faith  Forum. 
Printed  programs  with  bibliography  were  dis- 
tributed, and  mimeographed  summaries  of  each 
day's  discussion.  Branch  Institutes  were  held 
in  Washington  and  Idaho . 

The  Saturday  afternoon  session  was  devoted 
to  the  Social  Testimonies  of  Friends.  Reports 
were  given  by  Tom  Coffin,  Russell  Avery,  and 
Robert  Steer  on  the  work  of  the  Emergency 
Peace  Campaign.  This  is  a temporary  associa- 
tion of  a number  of  peace  organizations,  en- 
dowed by  25  Friends  who  had  given  part  of 
their  capital  to  support  it  for  two  years. 


Its  purpose  is  to  strengthen  the  League  and 
World  Court,  to  readjust  economic  conditions 
which  lead  to  major  international  conflicts, 
and  to  spread  pacifism.  Its  motto  is,  "The 
will  to  peace  must  be  deepened,  made  more  in- 
telligent, more  articulate,  and  more  effec- 
tive.' The  work  was  done  by  volunteers,  both 
Friends  and  others,  who  formed  teams  of  four 
and  settled  in  separate  towns  for  a six-week 
campaign  of  speaking,  organizing  in  each  town 
a Peace  Council  to  carry  on  the  work  after- 
ward. 

The  meeting  was  then  opened  to  discussion 
of  the  problems  of  the  social  order.  Sceva 
Loughlin,  sociologist,  spoke  on  the  relation 
between  religion  and  prosperity.  The  Old  Tes- 
tament writers,  and  the  Calvinists  after  them, 
seem  to  have  believed  in  a contract  between 
God  and  man,  whereby  prosperity  was  the  cer- 
tain reward  of  piety.  Wesley  traced  a cycle 
from  religion  to  thrift,  to  prosperity,  and 
the  decline  of  religion.  John  Woolman,  on 
the  other  hand,  deliberately  limited  his 
earnings  to  his  needs,  liberating  himself  for 
missionary  work.  The  solution  today  may  lie 
in  voluntary  cooperation  and  the  removal  of 
protective  tariffs. 

Robert  Dann,  also  a sociologist,  said  that 
Friends  have  always  been  peculiarly  sensitive 
to  moral  issues . Such  concerns  can  develop 
in  an  atmosphere  of  closeness  to  God,  and 
spread  in  an  organization  in  which  anyone  may 
speak  his  mind  freely.  Thus  in  1685  Friends 
first  were  concerned  about  slavery;  action 
spread  gradually,  and  in  a hundred  years 
Friends  were  clear.  No  one  can  tell  how  many 
concerns  have  died;  but  the  system  is  on  the 
whole  favorable  to  their  survival  and  growth. 

Paul  Elliott  and  others  spoke  on  the  Con- 
sumers' Cooperative  movement  as  one  proposed 
solution  of  economic  stresses,  of  much  more 
than  economic  significance. 

Frederick  Anderson  spoke  on  the  need  of  a 
moral  and  psychological  equivalent  for  war 
and  various  anti-social  forms  of  competition. 

After  a brief  recess  for  tea  at  the  Brin- 
ton home,  business  was  resumed.  The  Treasur- 
er, William  James,  reported  a balance  of  $76, 
about  the  same  as  last  year;  during  the  year 
a little  over  a hundred  dollars  had  been  con- 
tributed, and  spent  for  the  Bulletin,  trans- 
portation of  delegates,  and  dues  to  the  World 
Conference . 

The  Nominating  Committee  proposed  the 
names  of  Robert  Dann,  clerk,  in  place  of  How- 
ard Brinton,  who  was  leaving  for  the  East; 
Mary  Wildman,  recording  clerk,  and  William 
James,  treasurer.  Joseph  Conard  was  asked  to 
take  charge  of  arrangements  for  the  1937  Con- 
ference; and  Robert  Starkey,  John  Borland, 
and  William  Lawrence  were  asked  to  edit  the 
Bulletin . 
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Friends  then  adjourned  to  the  open  hearth 
on  Pine  Top,  to  spend  the  sunset  hour  together 
in  talk  about  the  fire,  to  enjoy  a delicious 
picnic  supper  by  the  hospitality  of  the 
Brintons,  and  to  hear  Lady  Gregory's  beautiful 
and  tender  play,  "The  Traveling  Man,"  given 
by  children  of  the  meeting. 

The  Saturday  evening  session  was  devoted 
to  a talk  by  Howard  Brinton  on  his  visit  to 
China  and  Japan.  Introduced  by  Gilbert  Bowles 
as  a member  of  a contemplative  sect  of  Chris- 
tians, desirous  of  learning  what  Buddhists 
had  to  teach,  he  was  welcomed  by  both  priests 
and  laymen  of  all  sects,  and  met  with  ready 
cooperation  in  his  study  of  Oriental  reli- 
gions. He  visited  monasteries,  where  he  was 
invited  to  share  in  meditation  and  other  re- 
ligious exercises. 

Japanese  Buddhists  believe  in  the  sacred- 
ness of  life,  but  are  not  complete  pacifists. 
Since  to  kill  a man  only  frees  him  to  another 
life,  perhaps  a better  one,  it  is  no  injury. 
The  real  crime  is  to  kill  time;  the  real  sin 
is  hatred. 

On  Sunday  morning,  after  a brief  business 
meeting  for  committee  reports  and  plans  for 
next  year,  the  Conference  united  with  Berkeley 
Meeting  in  the  Meeting  for  Worship. 

The  final  session,  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
was  opened  with  a minute  by  Robert  Dann: 

"This  Meeting  desires  to  express  its 
heartfelt  appreciation  to  Howard  H.  and  Anna 
Cox  Brinton  for  their  concern  with  and  lead- 
ership in  the  establishment  and  development 
of  our  Association.  Not  alone  have  they 
given  entertainment  to  Friends  and  friends  of 
Friends  in  their  home  at  Mills  College,  but 
they  have  constantly  shared  their  spiritual 
experiences  and  gifts  with  us.  This  meeting 
feels  very  deeply  its  loss,  but  covets  for 
them  in  their  undertaking  at  Pendle  Hill  a 
continuing  experience  of  the  joy  of  gathering 
in  'the  great  host.' 

"it  is  our  hope  that  our  friends  will  fre- 
quently visit  with  us  and  in  due  time  return 
to  live  with  us . " 

Friends  expressed  their  complete  approval 
of  this  minute.  There  followed  a brief  talk 
from  Augustus  T.  Murray,  after  which  D.  Elton 
Trueblood  gave  the  closing  address,  on  the 
Quaker  Concept  of  Authority. 

News  of  Friends. 

Villa  Street  Meeting,  Pasadena. 

The  class  in  Quakerism  which  was  conducted 
last  year  under  the  leadership  of  Mary  Ward 
has  been  continued  this  year,  A study  of  early 
Friends  and  their  writings  has  now  given 
place  to  a discussion  of  the  Study  Outline 
for  the  approaching  World  Friends'  Conference. 


Margaret  Rockwell  and  Gerald  (Ted)  Lewis 
were  married  1-16-37  at  the  home  of  her  par- 
ents, Edwin  and  Luella  Rockwell.  They  are 
living  in  Oakland  where  he  is  engaged  in 
social  work. 

Edwin  and  Ruth  Vail,  son  and  daughter  of 
Arthur  and  Edith  Vail,  are  in  Westtown  School 
this  year. 

Margaret  Hinshaw  has  completed  her  course 
at  U.C.L.A.  and  has  a position  as  superintend- 
ent of  art  in  the  grammar  schools  of  Anaheim., 
California. 

Helen  Rockwell  and  John  Mott  were  married 
10-17-36.  They  are  living  in  Pasadena, 

We  shall  sadly  miss  the  sweet  spirit  and 
scholarly  mind  of  our  beloved  friend  Henry 
Standing  who  passed  away  2-12-37. 

A scholarship  to  Whittier  Institute  of  In- 
ternational Relations  was  given  by  Villa  St. 
Meeting  this  year  to  Rev.  Alfred  Wilkins,  rec- 
tor of  a colored  Episcopal  church  in  Altadena. 
His  excellent  report  of  the  Institute  gave 
evidence  of  a keen  appreciation  and  worthy 
use  of  the  opportunity. 

Riverside  Friends'  Association. 

Meeting  for  worship  is  held  in  the  after- 
noon on  the  last  Sunday  in  each  month  in  the 
Congregational  Church.  The  group  has  helped 
to  support  the  Whittier  Institute,  and  given 
three  scholarships  to  it.  Under  the  leader- 
ship of  Howard  Fawcett,  good  work  was  done 
in  the  Emergency  Peace  Campaign.  Dr.  Alfred 
Salter,  a prominent  English  Friend,  and  Kath- 
leen Norris  were  among  the  speakers.  Eubanks 
Carsner  and  Howard  Fawcett  started  a fort- 
nightly discussion  group  studying  Consumer 
Cooperation,  with  the  prospect  of  starting  a 
buyers'  club  and  Cooperative  Store. 

The  meeting  has  enjoyed  a helpful  fellow- 
ship with  many  persons  Friends  not  in  name, 
but  in  spirit,  and  an  appreciation  of  the 
Friends'  simple  method  of  worship. 

Willamette  Valley. 

Willamette  Valley  Friends  are  gathered  in- 
to four  local  meetings,  at  Corvallis,  Salem, 
Newberg,  and  Portland,  each  of  which  holds 
regular  meetings  for  worship.  Joint  meetings 
are  held  in  the  four  localities  in  rotation. 

The  October  meeting  heard  a report  of  the 
work  of  a former  member  who  is  this  year  work- 
ing at  the  Ram  Allah  Mission  near  Jerusalem. 
Professor  Chase  Conover,  of  Pacific  College, 
told  about  his  summer's  work  in  connection 
with  the  Service  Committee  work  camps,  and 
his  visits  with  the  Consumers'  Cooperatives, 
all  over  the  country.  Paul  S.  Elliott  told 
of  the  work  he  was  doing  with  the  Emergency 
Peace  Campaign. 

The  December  meeting,  held  in  Corvallis, 
was  largely  devoted  to  a discussion  of  the 
first  report  of  the  Commission  for  the  World 
Conference,  on  The  Spiritual  Basis. 


